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ADI SHANKARA 

Under attack from a deadly crocodile, the 12*year*old boy decided 
the time was ripe to wrest o favour from his distraught mother. 
Amazingly fearless yet dutiful, scholarly yet humQe, young 
Shankara packed several lifetimes into his 32 brilliant years. He 
travelled and tolled, suffered joys and sorrows, and eventually 
perfected a philosophical system that, more than a thousand years 
later, still instructs and guides seekers of the ultimate Truth. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


T0M0««3W 
VVE SHALL SET OUT 
ONI A 

THE TEMPLE OF 
CMANPGAMOU- X v 

lishwapa at ' 

TPICHUR. 




CACHED THE TEMPLE ANP 
MV m?PSH/PPtNG LORD 5 


THAT MIGHT, THEV WEMT TO 5EP EARLY, T/REP 5UT COMTEAJT. STRAMGE TO SAY, 
BOIH OP THLM HAP THE \/ERY SAME PREAM IfU IdALtCH LORD SHIl/A, PtSGUtSEP 

AS A SAGE, APPEARED BEFORE THEM. 



MDU SHALL BE BLESSEP 
WITH EITHER MANV 
ORPINARV SONS, OR ONE 
L ex TPAORPINARV SON . 
^^T^O WILL NOT LlVe^ly, 
^ LONG 


MAV 


REVEREP 
SIR,GIVE US 

the one son 
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ADI SHANKARA 


FULL OF JOY, THEV RETURNER HOME TO KALAPf THE NEXT MV, ANP CONT/NUEP TQ 

SERl/E THE LEARNED, THE AGED AND THE POOR . 





A40MTHS PASSED. THEM OME BRIGHT DAY AT 
MOOMA CHILD WAS 60R/U TO ARVAMBA. 




THIS CHILP 
IS PERFECT IN 
ALL 





BE NAMED 
SHANKARA 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THEN HE iA/ENT TV LIVE AND LEARN IN THE HOUSE OF A LEARNED TEACHER, 

AS kVAS THE CUSTOM IN THOSE PAVS. 




f-— 

COLteCTING nuuocn^ui. 

THEIB PIXIPUNE. ONe Q 4V ON ONE SUCH ROUNP - 

... ONLV AN 
AMLAKA FRUIT 


MV SON, 

I AM ASHAMEP. 
I...I HAVE... 


A 


ir 
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ADI SHANKARA 


SHANKARA tA/AS DEEPLV MOVED. 



VO NOT GRIEVE , 
MOTHER. MAV THE 
e>LESSINGS OF THE 
DIVINE MOTHER BE 





HIS MOTHER HAD BECOME SO 
FEEBLE WITH GRIEF THAT ONE 
CAV AS SHE WAS ON HER WAV 

TO THE RIVER.., 
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amar chitra katha 


5HANKAR\ IMTH 
MANAGEP TC 




THERE - 




. VOU 
WILL BATHE 
IN THE RIVER 
AS LONG 
AS VOU 
WISH. 


O SHAN KARA, 
WILL I EVER 
BE ABLE TO 
BATHE IN 
THE RIVER ? 




SHANKARA AND HtS FRIENDS \A/ENT TO THE RIVER^ PUT UP A SAND BUND AND 

MADE THE RIVER CHANGE ITS COURSE . 



THE H/ATER BEGAN TO FLOW PAST HIS HOUSE. 



ADI SHANKARA 


H/HILE AT HOME, SHANKARA INAS 
ALLUAHS DEEP IN THOUGHT, 



KINGS AT lA/AR AND 
INTOLERANT PRIESTS 
ARE DESTROYING 
MV COUNTRV. 
THIS LAND 




SHANKARA THEN APPRCACHEP 
HIS MOTHER. 


MOTHER, 

I WISH TO 
LEAVE NOME 
ANP BECOME 
A SANVASI. 

I SEEK SOUR 
PERMISSION. 


r, / 




^[how can sou 

*1] BEAR TO L EAVE 
SOUR MOTHER? 
BESIPES VOU 
MUST MARRV. 
NO I 

I CANNOT 
"1 LET VOU GO. j 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SHANKARA DIP NOT GO/E 

UP HOPE. 


/ \MLL MOT GO 
tVITHOLJT MV MOTHER'S 
PERMISSION. 

ONE PAV SHE 
mu RELENT. 

ELL IVAIT. 


HE PIP NOT HAi/E TO lA/AIT LONG. ONE 
EVENING AS HE tVAS BATHING 

IN THE RIVER - 



MOTHER, I AM 
ABOUT TO PIE. 
GIVE ML V1CXJR 
PERMISSION. LET 
ME PIE A SANVASI 


O SON 1 WHAT 
IS THE USE 
OF MV PER- 

"/IISSION NOW' 


:\ 


BUT FULFIL 
VCXJR WISH 
IF VOU MUSI 
I GIVE VOU 
PERMISSION 
TO BECOME 
A SANVASI 



-ji 




•n 


\. 




AT THAT MOMENT THE CROCODILE 
LET GO AND DISAPPEARED INTO THE 

DEPTHS OF THE RIVER. 


HAD TO 

LIVE. VOU HAVE 





ADI SHANKARA 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE TH/ELi/e-^f^-OLP SHAMKARA 
APPQO^CHEP the SA3E HATH 



AS THEV SAT TALKING - 


'•n 


'rli .iL what ARE MDUR 

BELIEFS ANP WHAT 



SHAMKAM GAVE HIS ANSH/E/^ 
GCMNP BHAGAVAPPAPA m 






'^UR MINP 
IS FULL OF 
THE LIGHT OF 
KNOWLEPGE 
SHALL ORPAIN 
VOU AS A 
SANSASI. 


SHANKAQA WAS ORPAINEP 
f^PAMAHAMSA SAi\JVASi 



CW6 PAV, SHANKARA SAT REAP^ 

FOR MELA TATtON - 



SIR. THE NARMAPA IS 
IN SPATE. IT HAS SUB * 
MERGEP THE VILLAGE 
ANP IS NEARING THE 
HERMITAGE 
THE MASTER 
IS PEEP 
IN VOGA 
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ADI SHA_NKARA 



... PLACEP HIS KAMANPALU tkJ THE PATH OF THE RISING WATERS . 



RECEPEP TO ITS NORMAL COURSE 









































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


/^TEQ THREE VE/IRS iA/ITH H/S GURU^ 
hap PASSEO* SHAKIKARA .. 



SHAMKARA TOLQ HiS GURU 
OF THE l/tStOM, 


WHAT 
SHOULP 
I VOl 



MV SON, GO TO 
KASHI ANP SPCEAQ 
OUC PHILOSOPHV 
OF THE SCRIPTURES 



KASHI, ^ISHSJU SHARMAAJ, A SOUTH 
1A/ SCHOLAR OF THE CHOLA KINGDOM^ 

CAME TO SHAAJKARA . 


WILL VOU 
ACCEPT ME 
AS A PISCIPLE, 
VENERABLE 
GURU ? 



VES..VOU SHALL 

BE KNOWN AS 
^SANANPANA. 



LATER mPMAFAUA, 



lASHHU 3HARMAN, iMHO BECAME HIS 
CLOSEST CHSOPLE, WAS APMIT TER 
tkJTO SHAHKARA^S ORDER OF SANVASIS. 
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ADI SHANKARA 



AT KASHI, SHANKARA KJOT ONLW TAUGHT PHILOSOPHY, BUT WORSHIPPED REGULARLY AT 
DIFFERENT TEMPLES,700, 


AAK^UG THE DEt/OTEES AT KASHI WAS 
A FAMOUS POET, KALANANDA, WHO 
RECITED HIS VERSES TO SHANKARA. 




I ■ 1 

THEN HE WENT ON IN lAERSE FORM TO [ 
REQUEST SHANKARA TO ACCEPT HIM AS ' 

HIS DISCIPLE. I 


PRAV e»E MV 
REFUGE, MAS¬ 
TER SHANKARA. 


MAV 

COMPLETE 
FULFILMENT 
BE VOURS. 


SHANKARA ADMITTED KALANANPA INTO HIS MONASTIC ORDER. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



SHAMKARA AT THE SAME MOMENT 

SAW A l/iStON. 




HE HAS SEEN THE 
ONE REALITV IN 
ALL. HE IS INPEEP 
MV GURU.REGARP 


LOW BIRTH 
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ADI SHANKARA 




SHANKARA SPOKE TO THE 


TEACHER, 


A 


THE SOUL IS NOT 
AWAKENEP BV PER¬ 
FECTING MERE BOOK- 
L EARNING. WORSHIP 
THE LORP GOVINPA, 
ANP LET NOT THE 
SOUL BECOME NUMB. 
BH AJA GOVINPAM, 
BHAJA GOVINPAM. 


THROUGHOUT HIS STAV AT KASHI, SHAAJKARA MET SAGES AAJP 
PISCUSSEP AA/P PEFINEP HINPUISM HATH THEM. 



TRUE HAPPINESS 
POES NOT LIE IN... 
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AMAR CHiTRAKATHA 



AT LAST HE PECJPEO TO LEA\/E KASHI AAfP lA/ENT NORTH ON HIS MISSION 
OE PEACE ANP UMTV, TO HARlPtVAR ANP THEN TO RI3HIKESH . 





SHANKARS H/ENT TO THE BANKS OF THE GANGA ANP 


GO, LOOK FOR 
THE IPOL AGAIN 
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ADI SHANKARA 


AFTER SOME TIME THE PRIESTS RETURNEP, 


yjA\ 

BHAGAVAN! 

UAI 

BHAGAVAN! 


MASTER! master! THE IMAGE 
HAS BEEN FOUNP ANP HAS 
BEEN REINSTALLEP IN THE 

■\ TEMPTE. 




SHANKARA NEXT WENT TO THE HILL-TRIBES ANP TALKEP TO THEM 



MAA/y OF THEM WERE REFORMER ANP fOLLOWEP HIM AS HE PROCEEPEP TO BAPRIHATH 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AT BAPQIhSATH TOO THE ICHDL IN 
THE TEMPLE iA/AS MISSING. 




SHANKARA FOUND THE IDOL AND HIMSELF 
INSTALLED IT IN THE TEMPLE 
\A/ITH DUE CEREMONY. 



THEN GULLING FORTH A FEIA/ 
NAMSUDIRIS FROM KERALA — 


the temple anp the 

IDOL SHALL HENCEFORTH 
BE IN VOUR CARE, 




SHANKARA THEN IVALKED H/ESTli/ARD 
THROUGH THE HIMALAYAS TO KEDARNATH 

/imn /lAAADktA-rtj 



FROM THERE HE HAENT FURTHER NORTH 
TO GANGOTR! AND UTTARA KASHI, 
miERE HE HAJS lASITED BH A SAGE. 


I HAVE COME FOR SOME 
CLARIFICATION ON VEPAlsF 

,TIC TEACHINGS. 



FOR SEUEN LONG DAVS THEV 
DISCUSSED HIS DOUBTS. AT THE 
END OF THE SESSION - 


MAV VOUR LIFE-SPAN BE 
DOUBLED AND THE WORLC 
BENEFIT BV VOUR WORK. 
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ADI SHANKARA 


SHANKARA AND HIS DISCIPLES THEN RETURNED TO BADRtNATH 

AND / n/FD THFQF FOR SiOMF TIMF. 



ED OUT TO HIS DISCIPLE SANANDANA 
OPPOS! TE BANK OF THE GANGA . 



ffl^BENF^^ DPER THE RIVER AND LO i LOTUSES SPRANG 

BENEATH HIS FEET TO SUPPORT HIM O N THE H/ATER, 

A j *5 -- 

WONDER!i C icK miraculous 

HE IS 

PADMAPADA! 



SUCH li/AS THE FAITH OF SANANDANA IN SHANKARA 


19 



































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AT SAPRINATH SHANKA2A fOUNPEP 
THE dVOTt MATH AA/P APPOIMTEP 

thotakacharva as its heap. 



SHANKARA THEN RETURNER TO KASHI. 
THERE, AT PRAVAG, HE MET KUMARILA 
BHATTA, THE PURE RITUALIST. 


SALUTATIONS, 
O SUPREME 
UPHOLQER OF 
THE VEPASl 


BLESSEP AM I TO 
KNOW M3U. MAV 
MV PISCIPLE 
MANPANA MISHRA 
ALSO HAVE THIS 
GOOP FORTUNE. 
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v> 





INAUSPICIO^^' 

inauspick^*-^^ 


BUT KUMARILA t4/AS OLP ANP ABOUT TO GIVE UP HIS LIFE. SO 


! SHALL 
SEEK OUT 
MANPANA 
MISHRA 

ON MV 
OIA/N. 


SHANKARA TRAVELLEP TO MAHISHMATI WHERE MANPANA MISHRA LIVEP. 

BUT MANPANA WAS NOT HAPPV TO SEE HIM. 


inauspicious! 

inauspicious! 


WHV 


VOU 




sanvasi 


VOU PO not 

rituals. 


FOR 




5 








•V, 
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ADI SHANKARA 



SHANKARA WAS UNPERTURBEP. 


VOUR AGED AND 
VENERABLE GURU 
KUMARILA 
PIRECTEP ME 
HERE. HE WANTEP 
ME TO PISCOURSE 
WITH VOU ON THE 


SHANKARA THEN TURNED TO MANPA/WfS 

WIFE, SARA5WA 77. 



SALUTATIONS TO THE 
MOTHER SARASWATi, 
THE MOTHER OF ALL 
M T LEARNING. 



IF IT IS MV GURU’S 
WISH, WE WILL 
BEGIN PISCUSSIONS 

STRAIGHT- 
AWAV. 



HE, WHO 
FAILS TO 
PEFENP 
HIS OWN 
BELIEFS, 
MUST 
ACCEPT 
THE OTHERS 


SARASWATI 
HERSELF 
SHALL BE 
THE UUPGE. 






























































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


fEfU LEFT HIS AMAZED 
^OfOG THE MIL LS, THERE HE TURNEL 
TO PACE THE FAITHFUL PAPMAPAPA. 


IMEAJT TO A SECLUDED SPOT 


MASTER 


ISN^T MOTHER SARASWATI WRONG? \t 
WHAT WAV CAN THE EXPERIENCES OF - 
CITIZEN ANP A HOUSEHOLPER HELP IN 
SEARCH FOR WISPOM ? THEV ARE, IN F/ 
OBSTACLES TO SPIRITUAL PERFECTION. 


NO, PAPMAPAPA. 
SPIRITUAL PERFECTION 
MUST BE ATTAINEP IN 
THE BATTLEFIELD OF 
LIFE I 




LISTEN CAREFULLV. 

I SHALL WILL MVSELF 
IN rO A STATE OF 
SAMAPHI, THROUGH 
MV VOGIC POWERS. 



SHAAJKARA*S SOUL TRAI/ELLED TO A TOWfJ IN\AMGA-DESHA. 





ADI SHANKARA 




THE KING IS 
WELL. IT IS OUR 


OOP HAS BEEN 
GOOD TO US. 
RENAARP THE DOCTORS 
ANP ALL ATTENDANTS. 



THE KIlUG CAME OUT OfU THE SALCONV AhJD 
SHAAJKARA BEGAN EXPERIENONG HIS LIFE OF 

UOV3 AND SORROWS, 














































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


>. f-^ru=ntt=iii/-£:n TUP PP<iPnA/^IBILlTIES /\MP \/\A^RRtES Of A KING, 
f^P W^^lnPEP^rHE KINGIPOM PEFENPBP ANP THE EVIL- 

IfllZ t~UKlO DllKll^iUFD. 


AT SEVERAL GUTTERING PURBARS,HE EXPERIEIUCEP THE JOVS ANP LUXURIES 

nr / tpp Tnn 



ADI SHANKARA 


14/HEN SHANKAR A HAP CATHEREP 
ENOUGH EXPERIENCE OF A WORLPLV 
LIFE, ITS GOOP ANP EI/IL - 


SO SHANKARA ’5 SPIRlT LEFT THE 

KING'S 80PV, . . 




. . . ANP RE'ENTEREP 
H/S 014/N, 


MAV VOU BE 
BLESSEP 
FOR VOUR 
PEVOTION 
ANP LOVALTV. 
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made for the Tl^ SCHOLARS TO BEGtfU 


arraa/oements \a/ere 

””” VOU MAV BEGIN THE 

^ ^ - PEBATE now, wise 

ASCETIC. AS THE 
FLOWERS IN EITHER 

I WILL 


GARLANP 
KNOW WHOSE FAITH 

HAS FAPEP. I ^ 


amar chitra katha 


the debate WEAJT on for a FEIV DAYS. THEN - 


I HOLP THAT WORSHIP ANP 
RITUALS MAKE FOR 
HAPPINESS HERE ANP 


RITUALS CXD NOT BRING 
THE HIGHEST HAPPINESS. 
COMPLETE knowledge 


ADI SHANKARA 



AT THAT MOMENT THE FLOiVERS 
IN MANPANA^S CARL ANP WILTED 

ANP FADED. 






VOU WIN, 
VENERABLE 
ASCETIC. 

I AM VOUR 
HUMBLE PISCIPLE. 



MANDANA WAS ORDAINED. 


o^ 


i ^ ' 


VOUR 
MONASTIC 
NAME 
SHALL BE 

SURESHWARACHARVA. 


* t 


SHANKARA , ACCOMPANIED BY 
SURESHWARACHARVA AND SARASWATl, 
THEN TURNED SOUTH ^ HALTING AT ALL 
THE HOLY PLACES ON THE WAY, TILL ... 













































































































































































amar chitra katha 


5H4/UKAM BLESSeP THE BOV 
HIS SPEECH IMS RESTOREP. THEM 
TO THE ASTOMSHMEhJT OF ALL- 

MASTER, I, THE 
SELF, IS EVER- 
CONSCIOUS. I AM 
BLESSEP 6^/ V10UR 
HEALING TOUCH. 
AM VOUR 
_ PISCIPLE. 







AA/P THE LAP IVAS ORPAIAJEP 
lAJ SHAA/KARA'S 
MONASTIC ORPER. 


VCHJ ARE AN APVANCEP 
OUL.VOUR MONASTIC 
NAME SHALL BE 

HASTAMLAKACHARVA 



CONTIAJUIAIG SOUTH, SHANKARA REACHEP SRIN6ERI, INHERE HE FOUAJPEP 
THE SRI SHARACA PFETHA ANP lAJSTALLEP SURESHINARACHARVA AS ITS HEAP, 


ACHARVA FROM THE NORTH, THIS 
GREAT SOUTHERN MATH WILL 
BE IN VOUR PEVOTEP CARE. 








if 


SHAAJKARA STAWEP ON AT 
SRJNOERt FOR SOME MONTHS 
THEN ONE PAN HE HAP A 
PREfAOMTiON, 



JUST THEN SOME SANVASIS FROM KALAPt 

CA/AE TO HIM, 
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ADI SHANKARA 


REACHING HIS MOTHER*S BEPSIPE, 
SHANKARA COMFORTEP HER ANP IMPART 
EP TO HER THE KNOWLEPGE OF THE 


HIGHEST. SHE PIEP PEACEFULLW^ AN 

ENLIGHTENEP SOUL. 



SHANKARA tNANTEP TO PERFORM 
HER FUNERAL RITES, SO HE LA/P 
A SI PE HIS OCHRE ROBES, STAFF 
ANP KA/AANPAL U, 





BUT WHEN HE ENTEREP THE CHAMBER 
WHERE THE BOPV OF HIS MOTHER LAV- 


vvMM I : /\ :D/\iNVAiDi I u 

PERFORM THE RITES 
OF A HOUSEHOLPERl 
NEVER! NEVER! 


WE SHALL 
HAVE NOTHING 
TO PO WITH 
THE RITES. 


V'l' 


V 1 


■jP S* J 



THE ORTHOPOX NAM6UPIRI 
COMMUNITY TURNEP ITS BACK 
ON SHANKARA ANP THE BOPV, 



I 

BUT UNOAUNTEP,SHANKARA CARRIEP THE BOPV TO A CORNER OF THE GARPEN 
ANP PLACING IT ON A PVRE OF PLANTAIN STEMS, CREMATEP IT, THE ORTHOPOX 

CO/AMUNITV RCPENTEP ANP APMIREP SHANK/^RA'S FILIAL LOiTE.* 






TO TH/S DAV THE NAMBUPIRIS, .... 

UNLIKE other hiNPUS, CREMATE K 
TUELR PEAP LN their 8ACKVARPS. . ^ 




































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



r^cATU cu/IMk'Af?A WAvELLtl/ ivvf^ muKC i nK\yuKjriuu i WUIA. 

AFTte HISMOrHER'SJ^TH^mMfM^^^t pw/tHKA IM THE WEST 

'^‘^^l^ENTREfAl^ T^Mfi^ESTA6LISHEP 6V H,M ALSO FLOURISH AT KAI^HI, 
SPIRITUAL CENTRES OTHER CITIES. 





HE \/lSITEP ASSAM, NEPAL ^ KASHMIR, TIBET ANP BACTRIA TOO ON THESE TOURS, 
THROUGHOUT, Hi ENJOHEP THE PATRONAGE ANP PROTECTION OF KINGS ANP 
SCHOLARS. AT SRINAGAR, HE HONOUREP AN EMINENT LAPY SCHOLAR BY PLACING 
A *TARAVG/I ON HER HEAP. TO THIS PAY IN SRINAGAR THE TARANGA SIGNIFIES 

SCHOLARSHIP. 


* A SPECIAL HEAP- 
RESL MBI INC A lUPf^A^ 
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ADI SHANKARA 


at THE AGE OF 32 
SHANKARA ENDED 
HIS STUPENDOUS 
earthly MISSION. 


\ 




i 


THE GOSPEL OF SHANKARA - 
THE BROTHERHOOP OF ALL 
HUMANITY, THE ONENESS OF 
TRUTH - LIPES ON, B/ER 
ACTIKE ANP LUMINOUS, 

IN THE CULTURAL 
LEADERS OF INDIA LIKE 
RAMAKRISHNA MRAMAHAMSA, 
VHYEKANANDA, SR! AUROBINPO, 
RAMAAM MAHARSHU 
GURU NANAK, TVAGARAJA ANP 
MAHATMA GANDHI. 


Sayings of Adi Shankara 



Just at a place of rope Is imagined to be a 
snake (in the darkness) so is Atman (soul) 
datsrminad to be the body by an ignorant 
person. 

Neithsr by Yoga, nor philosophy, nor by 
work« hor by learning but by the realization 
of one's identity with Brahman is liberation 
possible, and by no other means. 

Whan the mind becomes purified like a 
mirror. Wisdom is revsated in it. Caro 
should ihersfore be taken to purify the mind. 

The world is fillsd with attachments ond 
aversions and Is changing like a dream; it 
appears to be real as long as one Is ignorant, 
but bscomes unrsal whtn on# is awake. 





Atman is the ruler of the body (matter^ 
and is internal; the body le the ruM, 
ond is external; and yet the people see 
these two ss onel Whet else can be called 
ignorance but this? 

There are good souls« calm and magnani¬ 
mous, who do good to others as docs the 
tha spring, and, who having themsehres 
crossed this difficult ocean of birth and 
death, help others also to cross the same, 
without sny motive whatsoever. 

A fsther has got his sons and otfiars to 
frea him from his debts, but he has got 
none but himself to remove his bondage. 

Be not blindly attached to Wend or foe, to 
son or kinsmen, to peace or war If you 
aspire for Vishnu's realm, look upon all 
things as of equal worth or opportunity. 






































































































